THE    GREAT    TUDORS
ness to reconsider, carefulness to dispose and set in
order; and as being a man that neither affects what is
new nor admires what is old, and that hates every kind
of imposture. So I thought my nature had a kind of
familiarity and relationship with Truth."
It would be unwise to take these words at their full face
value. Something must be allowed for weariness in the
pursuit of power which could only have seemed at times a
will-o'-the-wisp. To conclude that Bacon was a mere misfit
would be to misjudge his dimensions completely. If he did
not leave the same mark upon polity that he did on philo-
sophy, it is owing to the fact that his public life was at the
mercy of autocratic monarchs who never failed to find
counsellors to present the easy course even when it was
perilous. Gardiner holds that his policy would have pre-
vented the Civil War with all its attendant evils; and in his
legal life there is such evidence of a grasp of essentials that it
is clear there, too, his service might have been memorable if
he could have had his way. His words imply a sort of
nostalgia for another life for which he felt himself supremely
fitted.
Of the much that he wrote, three main streams may be
selected. There are his historical works represented by his
History of Henry VII, and Infelicem memonam Elizabeths; his
Essays', the best known of his writings; and his philosophical
work, The Great Installation. There are also some religious
works, among which may be noted the prayers he wrote
towards the end of his life- Of one of them Addison said:
" For elevation of thought and greatness of expression, it
seems rather the devotion of an angel than of a man."
His historical work would have received more attention
if he had left no other monument to his memory. Through-
out it all, indeed, in all his work, there is evidence of a mind
that in his time and country had no peer. He draws
attention to the significant and his purpose went no farther.
The Essays, issued and reissued during his life, remain his
most widely known and popular work. The final edition,
published the year before his death, contains sixty essays,
including the fragment on fame and the noble reflections on
death. They are written with an easy mastery of language,
with an extraordinary repertoire of apt illustrations, with
the severest compression, and with an inimitable style*
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